The Quarry to Quarry Ride

By Adda Quinn

The Trail Nag

It was a windy, foggy morning 8 am July 3, 2004, when we entered the Skyline Quarry off Highway 92 into the San Francisco Water Department’s watershed lands.  Three equestrian Trail Leader Volunteers (TLVs) and two guests were on an adventure to ride across the watershed up the Cahill, then Fifield Ridges, down Sweeney Ridge then over the Mori Ridge to crab sandwiches at Nick’s Restaurant at Rockaway Beach.

Because we are not allowed in Skyline Quarry after 3:30pm, and because there is a very small GGNRA parking lot at the end of San Marlo Avenue in Pacifica (holds about four horse rigs), we decided to drop rigs at the front end of the adventure. 
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Sweeney Ridge looking west to Pedro Point.  Mori Ridge on right below.

We quickly tacked up our horses and had the two rigs rolling out of the quarry by 8:15am, followed by our volunteer schlepper.  Two people, minimum are required to remain with the horses while the rigs are being dropped in Pacifica.  There are a few hitch rings on top of some of the large logs in the quarry parking lot that you may tie horses to while awaiting the return of the rig drivers. 

The rigs went to Pacifica via Sharp Park Road (off 280/35 north) and returned exactly one hour later, enabling us to be on the trail by 9:30am.  As we approached the two mile marker, the foggy wind was howling and dripping on us.  We bundled up with every garment we had brought along.  By the five mile marker, the wind had disappeared, the sun was shining and the fog had receded into interesting patterns to the west.  We couldn’t strip fast enough!  We passed the eight mile mark on Fifield Ridge where seventeen TVL-led hikers were having their lunch, and arrived at the Portola Gate (ten mile mark) at 11:45am.

We logged out of our trip with the SF Water Department dispatcher and headed north on the Sweeney Ridge, still in bright sunshine, stopping to admire the Portola landing site monuments.  Views north were of San Bruno Mountain, east had South San Francisco in the foreground, the Bay and Mt. Diablo in the background.  Views south were of the reservoirs on the San Andreas Fault.  The ocean, with its rugged coast, peeked out of the fog to the West.  

Shortly after the monuments, we passed the old Nike missile site ruins.  About half mile further north, Sweeney Ridge bends to the west and drops steeply down to a locked gate above the Shelldance Orchid Farm.  Views here of Pedro Point, Mori Ridge and the coast were spectacular.  There is a very steep, slick,  paved driveway down from the greenhouses to Highway 1, so we dismounted and walked our horses down it and one block north through an empty lot to a residential area with paved streets.  At the intersection of Ridgeway and Lundy (one block further), there is a very low, but passable, tunnel for golf carts under the freeway that takes you to Fairway Drive.  You are on Fairway Drive only ten feet or so until it turns west.  We took  Bradford Avenue south to the Moose Lodge at the end of the street, still on pavement, and remounted when we picked 
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San Bruno Mountain from Sweeney Ridge, looking north.

up dirt trails again just west of the Lodge.  We were then on Mori Ridge which had its own quarry in the past and bears the visible scars of excavation.  About half way to the ocean we turned south and crossed over a small saddle and descended to the GGNRA parking lot, arriving at our awaiting rigs at 1:15pm.  We untacked, fed/watered and loaded the horses into the trailers for safe keeping while we ate.  We walked in the door at Nick’s at 1:30pm, exactly our reservation time.  Bring on those crab sandwiches!!!

Logistics are complex for doing this ride.  Some considerations include: 

· You must have a minimum of four people and one non-riding person to ferry rig drivers for riders.  

· Two of the four people must be trained TLVs.

· At least two people must remain in the Skyline Quarry while horses wait, one of these must be a TLV with a  second key. 

· Of the people who move the rigs, one must be a TLV with a key to let rig drivers back into Skyline Quarry on return.

· Parking is limited in Pacifica.  Pool your rigs if possible.  Get there early. Consider other parking location options for larger groups

· There is a locked gate at the lower end of Sweeney Ridge (GGNRA Ft. Funston 415-239-2366)

· Figure on at least 2-3 hours of riding in the SF Watershed to cover 10 miles depending on your pace; 1 hour at a walk on Sweeney Ridge, and about an hour at a walk from there to Nick’s.

· Make reservations at Nick’s 100 Rockaway Beach Ave 650-359-3900

Despite the logistics, the ride is good, the views spectacular, and those crab sandwiches sooooo yummy that is it worth the effort!!!

Many local equestrians are SF Water Department TLVs.  TLVs usually sign up to lead trips at their own convenience.  Most rides are out and back to the Skyline Quarry off Highway 92.  We have self-limited the maximum number of riders to ten, except for special events, such as the recent Los Viajeros ride in August.  You can find out when docent rides are scheduled by visiting www.sfwater.org and click on the butterfly to get information on the Fifield and Cahill Ridges.  

If you are interested in a special event, like the trip described in this article, please contact the SF Water Department’s Trail Leader Coordinator at (650) 652-3226 and leave a message.  The Coordinator will return your call and assist you in finding TLVs to guide your ride through their watershed.  

There is also an application on the web site that you can download and submit to obtain TLV training and become a Trail Leader Volunteer yourself.  These ridges are conveniently nearby, and especially great to ride in the winter when there are seasonal closures on some single track trails.

For a great map of Sweeney ridge go to http://www.bahiker.com/southbayhikes/sweeney.html, scroll down to Map Choices, and download NPS map (Sweeney.pdf)

Happy Trails and Crab Sandwiches from the Trail Nag.
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